
Handbook on Social Protection
Systems

Edited by Esther Schüring, Professor of Social Protection

Systems, Department of Social Policy and Social Security

Studies, Hochschule Bonn-Rhein-Sieg, University of Applied

Sciences and Markus Loewe, Head of the Middle East and

North Africa Research Team, Transformation of Economic

and Social Systems Programme, German Development

Institute / Deutsches Institut für Entwicklungspolitik (DIE),

Germany

�is exciting and innovative Handbook provides readers

with a comprehensive and globally relevant overview of the

instruments, actors and design features of social protection

systems, as well as their application and impacts in practice.

It is the �rst book that centres around system building

globally, a theme that has gained political importance yet

has received relatively little attention in academia.

‘A unique tour de force through the world of social protection. �e volume is distinguished by a

novel systemic approach that takes account of the entire range of instruments, institutions,

policies and actors that make up social protection. First-rate experts from more than 20

countries get down to the nitty-gritty of social protection systems, combining overview chapters

with exemplary case studies across the global South and North. �is Handbook sets new

standards! It is highly recommended to researchers and practitioners alike.’

– Lutz Leisering, University of Bielefeld, Germany

‘�e Handbook provides a comprehensive introduction to social protection systems, their

functions, components, and outcomes. Its global scope, astute treatment of theory and policy,

and appropriate case studies, should ensure the Handbook becomes an indispensable resource

for policy makers, students, and researchers alike.’

– Armando Barrientos, Professor Emeritus, University of Manchester, UK

‘�e editors and contributors to the Handbook on Social Protection Systems have made an

important contribution to the literature, ranging widely over the �eld and providing in-depth

analyses of the complex dimensions of social protection policies and programs around the world.

�e Handbook will be the de�nitive work on social protection for many years to come and

should be widely consulted.’

– James Midgley, University of California Berkeley, US
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